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THE FOREST 
OF DANDAKA 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


RAMA, PRINCE OF AYOPHYA, HAD AGREED TO SPEND 14 YEARS IN EXILE TO FULFIL A PROMISE MADE BY 
HIS FATHER. HIS WIFE, ITA, AND BROTHER, LAKSHMANA, HAV GONE WITH HIM. ONE DAY; IN THE FOREST 


= 


4 US VISIT THAT 
ASHRAM, 


RARE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAGHAVA! THIS 
ASHRAM IS 
Yours! 


HAVING LAI DOWN 
OUR WEAPONS, AND 
CONQUERED OUR SENSES, 
WE ARE LIKE YOuR WE HAVE GAINED A 
CHILDREN AND DESERVE WEALTH OF TAPAS. 
YOUR PROTECTION ALWAYS, THE 
KING IS THE PROTECTOR OF VIRTUE 
AND THE DEFENDER OF THE PEOPLE. 
WHETHER YOU ARE IN THE CITY 
OR THE FOREST, YOU 
ARE OUR KING. 
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THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


THEY SPENT THE NIGHT AT THE ASHRAM ANP ae) 
SET OFF ONCE MORE IN THE MORNING. 
Bp eA Seyi 
= , Z 7 


(4 


A DREADFUL RAKSHASA WITH BLOODSHOT EYES LEAPT IN FRONT OF 
Te See 


pe 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHY HAVE 


TWO SINNERS, DANDAKA FOREST 
DRESSED AS \ ARMED WITH BOWS, 
RISHI52 ARROWS AND 


SWORDS? 


I AM VIRADHA, 

THE RAKSHASA. I LIVE IN 
THIS FOREST EATING THE FLESH 
OF RISHIS. THIS BEAUTIFUL LADY 
SHALL BECOME MY WIFE AND I 
SHALL DRINK YOUR BLOOZ 
ON THE BATTLEFIELD, 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


THERE 15 
NOTHING MORE 
SORROWFUL TO ME 
THAN TO SEE SITA 
BEING CARRIED 
AWAY BY THAT 
RAKSHASA. 


fi BEINGS, WHY ARE YOU 
GRIEVING LIKE AN ORPHAN 
WHEN YOU HAVE A SERVANT 
LIKE ME? TOUAY, THIS EARTH 
WILL DRINK THE BLOOD OF 


I AM THE SON OF 
JAVA AND SHATAHRADA. 
THROUGH TAPAS, I HAVE GOT A 
BOON FROM LORD BRAHMA. I CANNOT 
BE CUT, BROKEN OR KILLED BY ANY 
WEAPON. I WILL SPARE YOUR LIVES 
IF YOU GIVE UP THIS LADY AND 
RUN AWAY QUICKLY. 


SHAME ON YOU, 
WICKED ONE! YOU ARE SURELY 
SEEKING YOUR DEATH, AND 
YOU SHALL FIND IT ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A TERRIBLE BATTLE BEGAN. RAMA SHOT SEVEN SHARP ARROWS. VIRAVHA FELL TO THE GROLINE. 


Wy 
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THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


RAMA AND LAKSHMANA RENEWED THEIR ATTACK. 


Vai LET HIM CARRY 
US, SOUMITRA! HE 
I TAKING US IN THE = 
eee DIRECTION ZZ 
ie 4 


SEEING SITA'S DISTRESS, RAMA AND LAKSHMANA 
VECIVED TO KILL VIRADHA AT ONCE. 


[ BXgeNs 


ANT LAKSHMANA GO! 
‘YOU CAN TAKE ME 
INSTEAD! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Macs A y NOW I REALISE | 


TERRIBLE 
‘ WHO YOU ARE! YOU 
RAKSHASA CANNOT BE i ARE RAMA, SON OF THE 


"ine TAPAS, WE WELL ] pee A BLESSED KAUSALYA, AND 
‘ 2 Sy “ 
HAVE TO BURY HIM. 2. THESE ARE THE 

Py / PRINCESS OF VIDEHA 


G A LARGE PIT, ‘ mn 
G LANE IRANA. : 4 AN? THE FAMOUS 
ft LAKSHMANA. 


OTIGER 
AMONG MEN, HEAR’ 
MY STORY. 


I AM A GANDHARVA 
NAMED TUMBURU, CURSED 
BY KUBERA. WHEN I BEGGED, 

HIM FOR MERCY, 


ONLY AFTER YOU ARE KILLED ~ 

IN BATTLE BY RAMA, SON OF DASHARATHA, 

WILL YOU SHED YOUR RAKSHASA BODY AND. 
RETURN TO PARADISE. 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


THE GREAT 


AND POWERFUL RISHI TUMBURU GAINED HIS GANPHARVA 


‘SARABHANGA LIVES NEARBY. FORM AND RETURNED TO HIS HOME. 
THROW ME INTO THE PIT, AND 
THEN GO AND SEE THE RISHT. 
HE WILL GIVE YOU 
GOOV ADVICE, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SEE THAT 
WONVERFUL CHARIOT, 
[GLOWING LIKE THE SUN! THE 
IMMORTAL GOP'S LOOK SO 
UNG - I HAVE HEARD THAT 

THEY ARE ETERNALLY 


HERE COMES 
RAMA. HE HAS TO 


TASK. I SHALL NOT 
co \ MEET HIM NOW, BUT 
jo WAIT UNTIL HE HAS 
CONQUERED 
RAVANA. 


Sut WN 
Ra: 


sted 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


a TA 
- YES. HE WANTS: Sa 
f 10 TAKE ME TO BRAHMALOKA, WN 
SS 
SEVERE PENANCE, BUT I DIZ NOT 


WANT TO GO WITHOUT SEEING 
YOU, O NOBLE PRINCE. 


NOW I SHALL 
7 GOTO HEAVEN. 
PLEASE ACCEPT ALL 
y THE WORLDS THAT 
\ I HAVE EARNED 
THROUGH TAPAS, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AND YOU WILL FIND A HOLY 
\ RISHI NAMED SUTEEKSHNA. 
HE WILL SHOW YOU A 
CHARMING PLACE, 


ONE, I WILL 
SHED MY BODY AS A 
SERPENT SLOUGHS 
OFF ITS SKIN. 


WHERE HE WAS WELCOMED BY BRAHMA. 
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THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


THE HOLY RISHIS OF THE FOREST CAME TO MEET RAMA. 


(O PROTECTOR OF 
THE IKSHVAKU RACE, 
YOU ARE FAMOUS IN THE 
THREE WORLDS FOR 
YOUR VALOUR! 


RAKSHASAS IN CHITRAKOOT AND ALONG 


THE PAMPA AN MANDAKINI RIVERS. |) 
q SAVE US FROM THE RAKSHASAS. YOU 
SPIRITUAL REWARDS OF A = © 
= 


RISHI. THEREFORE, IT 
IS THE KING'S DUTY 
TO PROTECT ALL HIS 


KILL THE RAKSHASAS ANZ 
PUT AN END TO THIS 
PERSECUTION. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


) 


al 


16 RIGHT 
SUTEEKSHNA’S, 
! 


a 


OF YOUR ARRIVAL 
FROM INDRA, I HAVE, 


NOW THIS ASHRAM HAS FOUN 
ITS MASTER. I AM READY TO 
LEAVE MY BODY AND RISE TO 

HEAVEN. ACCEPT THE WORLDS I 
HAVE EARNEV THROUGH TAPAS, 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


GREAT SAGE, I 
MUST EARN ALL THE WORLDS’ 
MYSELF PLEASE SHOW ME A 
SUITABLE DWELLING PLACE 
IN THIS FOREST. 


AND ENJOY THEM WITH SITA 
ANT LAKSHMANA! 


IT WILL NOT 
BE FITTING FOR US 
TO STAY HERE. IF I KILL 
THOSE ANIMALS WITH MY 
SHARP-EDGED ARROW, IT 
WILL BE PAINFUL 
FOR YOU, 


NEXT MORNING 


WE HAVE 
‘SPENT A COMFORTABLE 
NIGHT AND SEEK YOUR: 
PERMISSION TO LEAVE, THE 
RISHIS ARE IN A HURRY TO 
SHOW US ALL THE ASHRAMS: 
IN THE DANDAKA FOREST, & 


STAY HERE HAPPILY. 
THIS COMFORTABLE 


ASHRAM IS FREQUENTED 


BY RISHIS AND GENTLE 
DEER, AND ABOUNDS IN 
ROOTS AND FRUIT, 


PROCEED 
SAFELY, COME BACK 
TO THIS ASHRAM 
AFTER SEEING THE 
BEAUTIFUL DANDAKA 
FOREST! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE TWO BROTHERS ANP SITA GOT READY TO CONTINUE THEIR JOURNEY. | 


4 


iS hy 7 ts 
Ci MG 
YOU ARE INCAPABLE 
‘OF FALSE SPEECH AN? YOU NEVER LOOK AT 
ANY OTHER WOMAN. BUT THE THIRD TERRIBLE 

FOLLOWS DHARMA EVIL, THAT OF KILLING THOSE WHO ARE NOT 

BY AVOIDING THREE YOUR ENEMIES, IS FACING YOU. I WILL TELL 
AVVICTIVE DESIRES: YOU WHY I AM WORRIED. 

FALSE SPEECH, 

UNFAITHFULNESS AND, 

CRUELTY WITHOUT, 

ENMITY. 


LONG AGO, THERE WAS A TRUTHFUL 
RISHI IN A FOREST, WHERE BIRDS AND ANIMALS LIVED 
JOYFULLY. THEN INDRA, DISGUISED AS A SOLDIER, CAME TO 
DISTURG HIS AUSTERITIES. HE LEFT HIS SWORD IN 
THE CARE OF THE RISHI. 
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THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


“CONCERNED ABOUT THIS NEW RESPONSIBILITY, THE RISHI TOOK THE SWORD WITH HIM EVERYWHERE. 
IN TIME, THAT MAVE HIM CRUEL AND VIOLENT. HE GAVE UP THE PATH OF DHARMA AND PESCENPED TO HELL.” 


Pe 
WW 


DEAR ONE, 
CARRYING WEAPONS TO HAVE YOUR 
DESTROYS THE PURITY OF WHOLESOME ADVICE, 
THE MIND. I FEEL WORRIED HAVE NOT COME HERE FOR IT SHOWS YOUR 
WHEN I SEE YOU PLANNING TO AS A KSHATRIYA. YOU ARE AFFECTION FOR ME. BUT 
KILL THE RAKSHASAS, TOWARDS IN THIS FOREST TO LEAD. THESE RISHIS ARE BEING 
WHOM YOU HAVE NO ENMITY. A HOLY LIFE. I SAY THIS TORTURED, HINDERED IN 
A KSHATRIYA’S DUTY I5 TO OUT OF LOVE AND RESPECT THEIR HOLY ACTIVITIES 
PROTECT OTHERS... FOR YOU, PLEASE THINK AND EATEN BY THE 
ABOLIT IT AND VO WHAT EVIL RAKSHASAS. 
YOU FEEL 16 RIGHT. 


HOW COULD I REFUSE 
WHEN THOSE SAGES ASKED FOR OUR 
PROTECTION? SITA, YOU ARE DEARER TO ME 
THAN LIFE, BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
ME TO BREAK MY PROMISE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEY CONTINUED ON THEIR JOURNEY. AFTER WALKING A LONG WAY - 


FROM THE 
LAKE PANCHAPSARA, 
WHICH WAS CREATED 


THROUGH TAPAS. 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


IN THIS WAY, THEY WANVERE? THEY STAYED WITH EACH OF THEM IN TURN - 
THROUGH THE FOREST, VISITING THE FOR A FEW WEEK, OR A FEW MONTHS, AN? 
HUTS OF THE RISHIS ONE BY ONE. SOMETIMES FOR A YEAR OR MORE. 


AND 50 TEN YEARS PASSED AND THEY CAME AGAIN TO SUTEEKSHNA’S 
ASHRAM. THERE, HONOURED BY THAT RISHI, THEY STAYED FOR SOME TIME. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


‘SIR, I HAVE HEARD 
THAT THE GREAT RISHI SOUTH OF 
AGASTYA LIVES IN THIS THIS ASHRAM, 

FOREST. I WOULD LIKE TO ABOUT FOUR YOSANAS 

GO AND PAY MY RESPECTS AWAY, IS THE ASHRAM 
OF AGASTYA’'S BROTHER, 

ADORNED WITH A GROVE 

OF PIPPALI* VINES. STAY 

THERE FOR A NIGHT AND 

CONTINUE SOUTHWARDS, 

AN? YOU WILL 
REACH AGASTYA’S 
WONDERFUL 


| a 
I Ama, Lakstmana aN? TSX 
SITA SET OFF SOON -_\iK 


S 


THIS LOOKS LIKE 


<1 > N 
THE ASHRAM VESCRIBED BY 
SUTEEKSHNA. AGASTYA'S BROTHER 


| 
e a 
HAS MADE THIS PLACE HABITABLE N 
BY HIS HOLY DEEDS AND GOOD 


HEART. THEY SAY TWO RAKSHASA 
ss Ze BROTHERS, VATAPI AND ILVALA, 


ONCE LIVED HERE. 
BEN 

= * 
: iy ) 


Fe 


a 


#LONG PEPPER 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


ILVALA WOULD ASSUME 
THE FORM OF A BRAHMIN AND INVITE OTHER 
BRAHMINS FOR A CEREMONY. VATAPI WOULD TAKE 
THE FORM OF A GOAT, ANZ ILVALA WOULT COOK 
AND FEED HIM TO THE BRAHMINS. 


9) 
 /. 


§ i 3 
"AFTER THEY WOULD "VATAPI WOULD TEAR HIS WAY OT 
FINISH THEIR FOOD OF THE BRAHMINS’ STOMACHS. 


"AT LAST, AT THE REQUEST OF 
THE GODS, AGASTYA CAME TO THE COME OUT? HE HAS 
FOREST. AS USUAL, ILVALA COOKED BEEN DIGESTED BY ME 
VATAPI AND FEV HIM TO AGASTYA.” AN? HAS GONE TO THE 
ABODE OF YAMAL 


AGASTYA BUT WAS 
BURNT TO DEATH BY 
THE FIRE OF THE 


ida 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


|AGASTYA’S BROTHER WARMLY 
WELCOMED RAMA, LAKSHMANA 
ANP SITA, ANZ THEY SPENT 
THE NIGHT IN HIS ASHRAM. 


THIS 15 THE 
ASHRAM OF AGASTYA. 
FEARING HIS SPIRITUAL FORCE, 
THE RAKSHASAS HERE ARE SUBDLIED. 
EVEN THE MIGHTY VINDHYA 
MOUNTAINS BOWED DOWN AT 
HIS COMMAND... 


T SHALL SEEK 
AGASTYA'S BLESSINGS 
AND STAY HERE TILL THE END 
panacea OF MY EXILE. LAKSHMANA, GO 
2 AND TELL THE RISHI THAT 
GANDHARVAS, 
SITA AND I HAVE COME 
YAKSHAS, NAGAS TOSESIUTAG 
AN? BIRDS. 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


TYA WAS DELIGHTED. 


Su 
A 
KING DASHARATHA, Al | \ 
Has COME WITH HIs EI } 
WIFE, SITA. I AM HIS ai | 
THAT IS GOOD \ 
NEWS! I TOO WAS LONGING 
FOR RAMA'S ARRIVAL. GO AND 
SEND THEM IN AT ONCE, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


EAT HIS OWN FLESH IN THE 
OTHER WORLD. 


DO 
THIS DIVINE BOW 
HNU WAS MADE BY 
VISHWAKARMA. THESE TWO 
INEXHAUSTIBLE QUIVERS ANV 


\AHENDRA AND THIS SLUN- 

BRIGHT, NEVER-FAILING 
RQ ARROW BY BRAHMA, 
NSS& 


THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


7. PLEASE TELL “GA 
ME WHERE I CAN 


DELICATE AS SHE 
iP G' 
15, SITA HAS UNDERTAKEN epee Saas ] THERE 15 


A DIFFICULT TASK IN COMING A BEAUTIFUL, 
WITH YOU TO THE FOREST. PLACE CALLED 
TAKE GOOD CARE OF PANCHAVATI, TWO 
HER, RAMA! Z } YOIANAS FROM 
HERE, WITH 
\ ABUNDANT ROOTS, 
FRUITS AND 


THROUGH THE 
POWER OF MY TAPAS 
AND MY AFFECTION FOR 
YOU, I KNOW YOUR STORY ANT 


DASHARATHA’S, AS WELL AS 
YOUR PURPOSE IN COMING 
HERE. THEREFORE, I 
TELL YOU TO GO TO 
PANCHAVATT, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


‘CAN 
THIS BEA 
RAKSHASA?, 


I AM JATAYU, 
DEAR CHILD, A 
FRIEND OF YOUR 
FATHER’S. 


| Pease Ter 


I WILL TELL YOU ee ea Bene 
(ME ABOUT YOUR ABOUT ALL THE LORDS 
FAMILY. OF CREATION FROM THE 


/ THIS DENSE FOREST IS FULL OF 

BEGINNING, O RAMA! KARTAMA WILD ANIMALS ANT RAKSHASAS. I 

WAS THE FIRST LORD OF ALL WILL GUARD SITA WHEN BOTH OF 
CREATURES*.... YOU ARE NOT AT HOME, 


WE ARE FORTUNATE 
TO HAVE YOU TO TAKE CARE 
OF SITA, SIR! PLEASE TELL ME 
(MORE ABOUT YOUR FRIENDSHIE, 
WITH OUR FATHER. 
’ 


_ (j 
we | 


Ly 


—~ 


RAMA LISTENED TO THE STORY OF JATAYU’S FRIENDSHIP 
WITH DASHARATHA, AGAIN ANP AGAIN, WITH DELIGHT. 
¥SEE JATAYU'S FAMILY TREE ON F 32 ANP 33. 
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THE FOREST OF DANDAKA 


IN PANCHAVATI - 


Wai, 


O GENTLE 
BROTHER, SET UP A S\N 
BEAUTIFUL HERMITAGE \ \y 


N THIS SPOT. THERE 15 THE 
WR CHARMING GODAVARI RIVER, 
JUST AS AGASTYA TOLD US. 
WE WILL STAY HERE 
WITH JATAYU. a 


THE MIGHTY LAKSHMANA SET TO WORK AT ONCE. | — Sar A SHORT WHILE - 


h ota TAKSHMANA, ay 
WITH YOU AROUND, TSS 


a THAT MY FATHER 15 dpe 
SS Aves 


KARDAMA, THE FIRST LORV OF CREATION, WAS FOLLOWED BY VIKRTA, SESHA, SAMAARAYA, 
BAHUPUTRA, STHANU, MARICHI, ATRI, KRATL, PULASTYA, ANGIRA, PRACHETA AND PLILAHA. THEN 
CAME VAKSHA, VIVASWAN, ARISTANEMI AN KASHYAPA. KASHYAPA MARRIED ADITI, DITI, VANU, 
KAALIKA, TAAMRA, KROVHAVASA, MANU ANY ANALA - ALL EIGHT WERE BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTERS 
OF DAKSHA. ALL BEINGS IN THE WORLD ARE DESCENDED FROM KASHYAPA AND HIS WIVES. 


EACH GENERATION HAS BEEN MARKET IN A DIFFERENT COLOUR. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE Day, IN EARLY WINTER - |e 


THIS IS YOUR 
FAVOURITE SEASON - 
THE EARTH IS RICH WITH 
GOLVEN CROPS. PEOPLE 
OFFER THE FIRST FRUITS 
x OF THE HARVEST TO 

THE GODS. 


KAIKEYT, THE 
BHARATA TOO MUST MOTHER OF SUCH A Prac geetis esl 
‘BE GOING FOR HIS MORNING VIRTUOUS SON, BE, BUT SPEAK ONLY 
DIP IN THE SARAYU, TORMENTED YW 


OF BHARATA. I LONG 
BY THE COLD AS WELL AS TO BE REUNITED 


bee "> SEPARATION FROM YOU. WITH HIM AN? 
Ma SHATRUGHNA!, 
= = 


‘OH, WHAT 
A HANDSOME 
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RAKSHASAS 


ENCOONTER WITH 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


CHANGING HER APPEARANCE, THE RAKSHASI WALKED LIP TO RAMA. | a 


YOU LOOK LIKE 
A RISHI, YET YOU 
CARRY A BOW. WHO ARE 
YOU? WHY HAVE YOU COME 
WITH YOUR WIFE TO THIS 
bh PLACE FREQUENTED 


} 


5 BY RAKSHASAS? 


A: 


36 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS, 
TAM RAMA, | OBEYING THE COMMAND OF MY PARENTS, 
THE SON OF KING I CAME TO THIS FOREST TO LEAD A SIMPLE 
DASHARATHA OF AYODHYA. LIFE. WHO ARE YOU? YOU APPEAR TO BE 
THIS 15 LAKSHMANA, MY’ AN OGRESS, CAPABLE OF CHANGING 
YOUNGER BROTHER, AND F YOUR FORM AT WILL, 
MY WIFE SITA, THE i 
PRINCESS OF 


RAKSHASI So 
SHURPANAKHA*. 


é «THE PIOUS : 
AY FORM AT WILL. I HAUNT Z VIBHISHANA, AND KHARA 
THIS FOREST ALONE AND AM ANT DOOSHANA, WHO ARE 
FEARED BY ALL. MY BROTHERS 

ARE WELL KNOWN - THE 


/ FAMOUS FOR THEIR VALOUR IN \ 
VALIANT RAVANA, THE MIGHTY 


BATTLE. O RAMA, THE MOMENT I 
SAW YOU, I WANTED YOU. BE MY 
KUMBHAKARNA WHO SLEEPS, HUSBAND! WITH MY STRENGTH, 
I WILL BE A GOOD MATCH 
FOR YOU! 


4ONE WHO HAS LONG, POINTED NAILS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


UNWORTHY OF YOU. I SHALL 
DEVOUR YOUR BROTHER AND 
THIS HIDEOUS HUMAN LADY. THEN 
YOU AND I WILL WANDER HAPPILY 
THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS AND 
FORESTS OF DANDAKA. 


WS 


THIS UGLY SITA IS LL ROSE 


BUT... 
LAKSHMANA 
IS ALONE 


HANDSOME, 


BRAVE, AND PI SHALL MAKE YOU AN 


EXCELLENT WIFE. LET US 
WANDER THROUGH THE 
FOREST TOGETHER! 


O LADY, I 
AM ALREADY 
MARRIED. 
THIS 15 MY 
BELOVED WIFE. 
YOU WILL FIND 
THE PRESENCE 


OF A CO-WIFE bp 
PAINFUL, é¥ 5 


© CHARMING 
LADY, I AM A SLAVE TO 
MY ELDER BROTHER. WHY 
MARRY ME AND BECOME A 
MALD SERVANT? IT WOLD 
BE BETTER FOR YOU 
TO BECOME RAMA'S 
SECOND WIFE. 
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ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


= LIKE A FLAMING METEO) 
SHURPANAKHA DESCENDED ON 


mR 
=z ma 


REACHING 
JANASTHANA, 
JIN THE HEART 
OF THE FOREST, 
SHURPANAKHA 
SOUGHT OUT 
HER BROTHER, 
THE TERRIBLE 
KHARA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THIS WAY? I WILL 
KILL HIM! 


A 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


“= TODAY THIS EARTH SHALL 
7 SUCK HIS FOAMING BLOOD ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD! NO POWER ON EARTH CAN 
SAVE THE WRETCH FROM MY ARROWS. 
Da SUST TELL ME HIS NAME! 


THAT CROOKED WOMAN AS 
WELL AS OF THOSE TWO 


YOUNG AND 
HANDSOME, TENDER 
YET POWERFUL, WITH 
EYES LIKE LOTUS 
PETALS... 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAMA SAW THE APPROACHING RAKSHASAS. 


LAKSHMANA, YOU 
STAY HERE WITH SITA. 


7 way vo You 
ATTACK U6? IF YOU 
VALUE YOUR LIVES, 
FX Go Back! Z 
S 


PROVOKED THE 
ANGER OF OUR 
MASTER, AND WILL 

OT LIVE Li 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


a jOW CAN YOU a 
STAND AGAINST 
SO MANY OF U1S52, (\ < 
= Ce 
~ ee 
ed A 


HAVE JUST SENT 14 
‘BRAVE FLESH-EATING RAKSHASAS 
TO OBLIGE YOU. WHY ARE YOU 


hy 
SHURPANAKHA RUSHED BACK TO FF 
KHARA, SCREAMING AND 50B% 


CRYING AGAIN? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


‘YOU ARE A 
DISGRACE TO THE 
FAMILY, AN? NO MATCH FOR 
THE VALIANT RAMA. IF YOU. 
VO NOT KILL HIM TODAY, I 
SHALL DIE OF SHAMEL 


VOOSHANA, 
BRING MY CHARIOT, 
BOWS AND ARROWS, 
SWORDS AND SHARP 

JAVELINS! GET ALL 

THE 14,000 TERRIBLE 

RAKSHASAS WHO 


FOLLOW ME, 


CONTROL 
YOUR TEARS! 
YOU SHALL 
DRINK THE HOT 
RED BLOOD OF 
RAMA, STRUCK 
DEAD WITH MY 
AXE, THIS 
VERY DAY! 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


KHARA AND HIS ARMY SAW 
MANY EVIL OMENS ON THE I 
WAY. EVEN AS A GREY 
el RAINED BLOOI 


VR me 
BN 4 HUGE VULTURE PERCHED % 
ITSELF ON THE FLAG, 


METEORS 
FLASHED 
ACROSS THE 

=| 6kY ANP OUT 
OF A THICK 
FOG EMERGED 
A HEADLESS 
HUMAN FIGURE. 


THROBS AND MY 
EYES FILL WITH 
TEARS. YET, I DON'T 
CARE FOR THESE OMENS! 
WITH MY SHARP 
ARROWS I CAN PUT 
AN END TO DEATH 
HIMSELF! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA. 


RAKSHASAS 


BORN IN THE 
LINE OF RISHI 


ARE STIRRING 
JOYFULLY! TAKE 


SITA TO AHIDVEN| 
CAVE - I WILL 
KILL ALL THE 
RAKSHASAS 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


Indians, like people everywhere in the world, have always 

had many superstitions. 
What is a 
superstition? It isa 
_~ blind belief that 
© some happening, 

\\ like seeing an 
elephant at the start — 

of a journey, or 
action, like breaking 
a mirror, brings 
good or bad luck. 


Many 
superstitions are 
related to birds 
and animals. A 
crow ee near 


The position of the sun, moon, stars and 
predict future events. The Ramayana is ft 
jackals howling (bad luck), or deer crossing 
luck). 


Most superstition is caused by fear of tl 
explanation. The invention of electri 


to make rangolis with rice flour on their doorsteps to provide fo: 
them busy outside the house. Water was sprinkled around the plate or lea 
meal, to keep ants away. 


It was believed to be dangerous to loiter under 
trees after dark. We know now that trees release a 
large percentage of carbon dioxide at night. 


It was bad luck 
to ask someone 
where they are 
going just when 
they are hurrying 
out. The obvious 
explanation is 
that it would 

7 distract the ~ 

4. person and he or 
she could 1 trip on 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KHAI 


RAMA ABSORBED THE WEAPONS OF THE RAKSHASAS WITH HIS ARROWS AS THE OCEAN ABSORES 
THE RUSHING WATERS OF THE RIVE SHORT T: NDS OF RAKSHASAS LAY DEAZ = 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


SEEING THE TERRIFIED RAKSHASAS RUNNING AWAY, 
DOOSHANA, THEIR GENERAL, RUSHEP TOWARDS RAMA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SEEING HIS ARMY BEING WIPED OUT, RAMA SHOT A VOLLEY OF ARROWS THAT KILLED 
DOOSHANA BROUGHT ANOTHER TROOP DOOSHANA’S HORSES ANP HIS CHARIOTEER. 
OF FIVE THOUSAND RAKSHASAS. 


DOOSHANA WAS FORCED 
TO FIGHT ON FOOT... 
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ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


THOUGH DOOSHANA WAS KILLED, THERE WAS NO RESPITE 
FOR RAMA, WHO FIRED VOLLEY AFTER VOLLEY OF ARROWS. 


RAKSHASAS LAY DEAR 


si <~ 
x 
Z YY 4 A —— SEEING RAMA WIPE OUT HIS MEN IN NO T: 
Fe r (5 THE FURIOUS KHARA RALLIEV HIS GENERAL: 


N \ 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT THEY WERE NO MATCH FOR RAMA. 


| KHara AGREED, AND A ees! 
FLERCE BATTLE FOLLOWED Rill 


MARCH AGAINST 
RAMA YOURSELF, 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


KHARA CHARGED AT RAMA.) ~ 


Uf GES KK 
We io A\ te 
; ANG 
} 

ZX j ugea\: 

= 4 A } Y, Y A S\W i 


7 ee 
ies 


j 
\ 


uM 
al 


Ri 
Cia 
wih 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


VA .LINTIL KHARA WAS FORCED = 3 
YOU HAVE LED A 
ne i CHARIOT | [ae SINFUL LIFE, KILLING 


yy HOLY MEN. TovaY, You JX 
WILL REAP THE FRUIT 


OF YOUR ACTIONS! 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


MY GOLD-TIPPEDN | THE TRULY 

ARROWS WILL GO REAT 7O NOT BRAG 
THROUGH YOUR BOTY ABOUT THEIR VALOUR. 
INTO THE EARTH, LtKE ] | )\ HERE I STAND BEFORE 


SERPENTS ENTERING W\ You, to avenae THEse AS 
AN ANTHILL! F (O00 RAKSHASAS, 


YOU BOAST 
ABOUT? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN ONE MUHURTA*, 
RAMA HAS GOT RID OF 


HE 16 aS HEROIC AS JG 
LORD VISHNU! © 


44 MEASL NT OF TIME 
EQUAL TO 48 MINUTES 56 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


ALL THE RISHIS, INCLUPING SITA CAME JOYFULLY, HER FACE LIT UP WITH PRIVE. 
AGASTYA, ASSEMBLED THERE. Zz 3 es 


UNSEEN BY THEM, AKAMPANA, THE ONLY RAKSHASA Hass 
bv 
RN 


KHARA AND ALL 
//_ THE RAKSHASAS OF 
JANASTHANA HAVE BEEN 
KILLED! ONLY I MANAGED TO 
ESCAPE. VO NOT BE ANGRY, 
WITH ME, O KING! 


> 
HERE ARE TWO. 
YOUNG MEN, 
CALLED RAMA ANT. 
LAKSHMANA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


[7 WHO Has 
DARED TO ATTACK MY 
JANASTHANA, A SOURCE 
OF TERROR? 


Vas ARE SONS OF 
DASHARATHA, UNMATCHED 
IN STRENGTH AND VALOUR. 
RAMA WIPED OUT THE 
RAKSHASA ARMY SINGLE- 
HANDEDLY. 


NOT EVEN THE q 
GODS DARE OFFEND ME! I AM 
THE DEATH OF KAALA*, I CAN 
ARREST THE WIND AND BURN 
EVEN THE SUN. WHOEVER DIZ 
THIS IS FINISHED! 


I WILL KILL 
THEM BOTH! 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


NEITHER YOU NOR’ 
ALL THE GODS AND DEMONS 
CAN KILL HIM. WITH HIS BOW AND 
GOLD-FEATHERED ARROWS, HE CAN STOP 
THE OCEAN TIVE OR PULL DOWN THE SKY, 
WITH ALL ITS STARS. THERE 15 
ONLY ONE WAY. 


‘SITA - A JEWEL AMONG WOMEN, MORE aay — GOO! 
BEAUTIFUL THAN ANY GOUVESS. CAPTURE I WILL Vo as} 
AND BRING HER HERE. RAMA LOVES HER = lo YOU SAY! Age 


50 MUCH THAT HE CANNOT SURVIVE IF 7 <3 
af 4 
7 Le] |) aah st i 
} WI F- 2 
C 


I NEED TO SEE 
MARICHA. 


Bo 7 scrore 
C= ABDUCTING SITA, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HERE IN A GREAT HURRY. 
I HOPE ALL IS WELL. S 


KHARA AND 


JANASTHANA HAVE BEEN 
KILLED BY RAMA. I NEED, 


“pes YOUR HELE 
KS 5 


yy, WHAT FALSE 
(FRIEND HAS SUGGESTED 
THIS TO YOU, O GREAT 
RAKSHASA? SURELY HE IS 
YOUR ENEMY, WHO WISHES: 
TO GET RIV OF YOU! RAMA 
IS LIKE A MAD ELEPHANT. 
YOU CANNOT EVEN 
LOOK AT HIM. 


TAKING ON RAMA IN 
BATTLE IS LIKE JUMPING WITH YOUR OWN WIVES. 
INTO THE UNDERWATER FIRE! LET RAMA ENJOY HIS stay WW 
GO BACK TO LANKA... IN THE FOREST WITH =f} 
> SITA. VO NOT ROUSE THE 
SLEEPING LION. 
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ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


(HARA! 
=A 7005HaNA! } 


ISHOCKEP ANP ANGRY, SHURPANAKHA WENT STRAIGHT TO LANKs 


a 


‘= “ 


MOUNTAIN PEAKS 
AND STOP THE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER DOING 10,000 YEARS OF TAPAS, RAVANA HAY GOT A BOON FROM 
BRAHMA THAT NEITHER GODS NOR GANDHARVAS, BIRDS NOR SERPENTS 
COULP KILL HIM. THE ARROGANT RAKSHASA TORMENTED THE GOPS, 
KILLE? HOLY MEN, ABDUCTEP WOMEN AND WRECKED SACRIFICES. 


SHURPANAKHA ADDRESSED HIM WITH SCORN ANP ANGER. 


a 


SEE THE TERRIGLE DANGER BEFORE 
YOU! HOW WILL THE PEOPLE RESPECT J 


ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


RULERS ARE 
CALLED FAR-SIGHTED 
BECAUSE THEY ARE WELL 
INFORMED BY SPIES. DON'T 
YOU KNOW THAT KHARA, 
OOSHANA ANT 14,000 OF YOUR 
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN KILLED BY 
RAMA? RAMA HAS DESTROYED. 
JANASTHANA.... 


LAND SE id 
FOR THE RISHIS. A 


KING 1S SUPPOSED TO CONTROL HIS 
SENSES, BE VIGILANT AND DISPENSE 
MA SUSTICE, BUT YOU ARE STUPID, GREEDY 
Z, AN CARELESS! O RAVANA, YOU WILL 
2 SOON LOSE YOUR KINGVOM AND 


YOUR LIFE! 


i Ae 
¢ WHAT WEAPON: 
I; / OES RAMA LISE? AND 
WHO HAS CUT YOUR 


FACE LIKE THIS? 


jo= 


u 


STRETCHING 
IT AT FULL LENGTH, 

HE SHOOTS HIS BLAZING 
ARROWS SO FAST THAT YOU 
CANNOT SEE HIS MOVEMENTS. 
I ONLY SAW THE ARMY BEING 
COMPLETELY DESTROYED, LIKE 
A FIELD OF CROPS RUINED 
BY HAILSTONES. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A LOOKING LIKE 
HE GOD OF LOVE, RAMA 


HAS A BOW DECORATED 
WITH GOLD BANDS, BRIGHT 
AS A RAINBOW. 


HIS HEROIC 
BROTHER LAKSHMANA 
IS DEVOTED TO HIM, SITA, HIS 
BELOVED WIFE, HAS A MOONLIKE 
FACE, GOLVEN COMPLEXION ANZ 
LOVELY HAIR. SHE IS ALWAYS 


INTENT ON PLEASING a 


/} 


WHOEVER HAS 
SITA'S LOVE WILL BE HAPPIER 
THAN INDRA, I WISHED TO BRING HER TO 
YOU, BUT LAKSHMANA ATTACKED ME. VO YOUR 
DUTY, MIGHTY BROTHER. KILL RAMA, WHO 
HAS MASSACRED YOUR PEOPLE, ANU. 
MARRY SITA! 
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ENCOUNTER WITH RAKSHASAS 


RAVANA DECIDED TO TAKE SHURPANAKHA’S APVIC! 
os 7 )' ~ 


= 
== 
os 
ie 
=o 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


200N, RAVANA WAS FLYING OVER BEALITIFUL LONG AGO, GARUDA HAP PERCHED ON THAT 
LANKA. ON THE WAY; HE SAW A GREAT VERY BRANCH TO ENJOY A LITTLE SNACK - 
BANYAN TREE WITH A BROKEN BRANCH. AN ELEPHANT ANP A GIANT TORTOISE. 


ANP STOLE NECTAR FROM 


INDRA’S PALACE FOR THEM. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


CROSSING THE OCEAN, RAVANA CAME TO 
MARICHA’S ASHRAM FOR THE SECOND TIME. 


WELCOME, 
O KING! WHAT 
BRINGS YOU BACK 
SO QUICKLY? 


I NEE YOUR HELP, DEAR MARICHA. 
YOU KNOW RAMA HAS WIPED OUT THE 
RAKSHASAS OF JANASTHANA. HE EVEN 


WHO DIT HIM NO HARM. EXILEZ 
BY HIS FATHER, RAMA IS A 
DISGRACE TO THE 
KSHATRIYAS. 


HE IS CRUEL, 


YOU ARE SKILLED IN 
WARFARE AND MAGIC; 
YOU MUST HELP ME 
ABDUCT SITA. GO TO 
RAMA'S ASHRAM, TAKING 
THE FORM OF A 
GOLDEN DEER... 


~-SITA WILL SURELY 
ASK RAMA ANT LAKSHMANA TO 
CAPTURE THE DEER. WHILE THEY 
ARE CHASING YOU, I SHALL CARRY 
SITA AWAY. WITH RAMA WEAKENED 
BY HIS LOSS, I SHALL SURELY AA 
BE ABLE TO DEFEAT HIM, 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


YOU VO NOT KNOW RAMA! 
HE IS THE EQUAL OF INDRA 
ANZ VARUNA, CAPABLE OF 
WIPING OUT OUR ENTIRE 
RACE. YOU CANNOT TAKE 
AWAY RAMA’S WIFE, ANY 


ONCE, I USE TO 
ROAM ABOUT THE FOREST, EATING 
THE FLESH OF RISHIS. THEN, RISHI 
VIGHWAMITRA GOT RAMA TO GUARD 
HIS SACRIFICE. IN MY ARROGANCE, 
I IGNOREV HIM ANZ RUSHED 
TOWARTS THE ALTAR. 


I WISH SITA HAV NEVER BEEN 
BORN! I FEAR SHE WILL BRING 
A GREAT CALAMITY ON LANKA 
ANT ON YOU - ITS GREEDY AND 
UNDISCIPLINED KING. MY WORDS 
MAY BE UNPLEASANT, BUT I AM 
SAYING THIS FOR YOUR GOOD, 

I WILL TELL YOU ABOUT MY 
ENCOUNTER WITH RAMA, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THAT INEXPERIENCED 
“YOUNG BOY FITTED AN ARROW 
TO HIS BOW... AND SUDDENLY, I 
FOUND MYSELF IN THE OCEAN, 

A HUNDRED YOTANAS AWAY. 
ALL MY COMPANIONS WERE 
KILLED. ONLY MY LIFE 
WAS SPARED, 


O SINFUL KING, 
YOU CAN NEVER DEFEAT 
RAMA. HE 1S DHARMA ITSELF 
IF YOU VALUE YOUR LIFE AND 
THE LIVES OF YOUR 
PEOPLE... 


RECENTLY I ENCOUNTERED 
HIM AGAIN, IN THE DANDAKA FOREST. 
ONCE MORE I SURVIVED, THOUGH 
(MY COMPANIONS WERE KILLED. NOW 
I DEVOTE MYSELF TO YOGA, BUT I 
SEE RAMA WITH HIS BOW IN EVERY 
TREE, LOOKING LIKE DEATH. 


»-DEVOTE YOURSELF 
IGNOBLE MARICHA! 


TO YOUR OWN CHARMING 
WIVES AND STAY AWAY 
FROM RAMA ANZ 
HIS WIFE, 


YOU VO NOT KNOW THE 
PROPER WAY TO SPEAK 
TO A KING! IF YOU AGREE 
TO HELP ME, YOUR LIFE 
MAY BE AT RISK... BUT IF 
YOU REFUSE, YOU WILL 
CERTAINLY DIE! 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


NOW 00 AS I SAY. 
ASSUME THE FORM OF A VEER 
AN? LURE RAMA AWAY FROM HIS 


HUT, THEN, MIMICKING HIS VOICE, CRY 
OUT FOR LAKSHMANA. SITA WILL SENZ 


LAKSHMANA TO HELF AND THEN 
I SHALL CARRY HER OFF 


I SHALL SOON 

DIE AT RAMA’'S HANDS. YET 
I PITY YOU - WHO ARE GOING 

TO YOUR DOOM WITH YOUR 
ENTIRE RACE. A MAN WHOSE 

LENGTH OF LIFE IS ENDING 
NEVER ACCEPTS THE ADVICE 

OF WELI-WISHERS. 


LET US GO 
NOW. MAY ALL BE WELL 
WITH YOU, DEAR RAVANA, 
PROWLER OF THE 
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AFTER THAT, 

YOU MAY GO WHERE YOU 
PLEASE. I SHALL GIVE YOU 
HALF MY KINGDOM AS 
A REWARD! 


WHAT EVIL PERSON 
HAS SHOWN YOU THIS VOOR 
TO DEATH? YOUR MINISTERS, 
WHO HAVE FAILED TO COUNSEL, 
YOU, DESERVE TO BE 
EXECUTED! 


mae 
NOW You 
SOUND LIKE THE 
OLD, VALIANT MARICHA 
AGAIN! COME, GET 
INTO THE CHARIOT 
WITH ME. 


LSS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEY SET OFF FOR THE DANDAKA 
FOREST. IN A SHORT WHILE 


NOW GO AND 
VO WHAT HAS 
TO BE DONE. 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


COME QUICKLY 
AND SEE THIS 
BEAUTIFUL 
ANIMAL! 


A 
IF YOU CAPTURE IT, 
Z WE CAN TAKE IT BACK TO AYODHYA 
Gen teenie har rae NEE WHEN THE EXILE IS OVER. IMAGINE THE 
sas f] DELIGHT OF PRINCE BHARATA AND MY 
BE AN ILLUSION CREATED SEEN ANYTHING ‘ 
BY MARICHA, AN EXPERT 50 LOVELY! PLEASE MOTHERS NAW? BHT IE NCH CANT 
CATCH IT ALIVE, GET ITS GOLDEN 
IN MAGIC, WHO HAS GET iT FoR me, Jf Se ign taT 
KILLED MANY KINGS IN be MY LORD! : 
THE FOREST. my es 


vee - 
ye Ah 
Wl A” ff RRR 


S tert 


YOU MAY BE WHO WOULD 
SURPRISED AT MY 
GREED, BUT I AM 
40 CHARMED BY 

THIS ANIMAL! 


NOT BE CHARMED BY 
ITS CELESTIAL BEAUTY? 
IT LOOKS LIKE THE 
DEER OF STARS, 
TARA MRGA. 


LAKSHMANA, I MUST 
FULFIL SITA’S DESIRE, IF 
IT 15 A RAKSHASA, AS YOU 
SAY, IT 1S BETTER TO KILL 

IT, AS AGASTYA KILLED. 

THE WICKED VATAPI. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


YOU STAY HERE 
WITH SITA AN? GUARD HER: 
WITH JATAYU’S HELP I SHALL 
CHASE THE DEER AND EITHER 
CAPTURE IT ALIVE OR KILL IT 
WITH A SINGLE ARROW. 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


ee a 
fs 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING VERY 
STRANGE ABOUT 


| THE ARROW CREATED BY BRAHMA 
PED TOWARDS THE DEER, AND - |~ 
. 7] 


LAKSHMANA WAS: 
RIGHT. IT 1S MARICHA! 
BUT WHAT WILL SITA 
ANZ LAKSHMANA THINK? 
I MUST GO BACK TO 
JANASTHANA 
IMMEDIATELY! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAMA HURRIED BACK TOWARTS HIS HUT. 


MEANWHILE, HEARING THE CRY OF DISTRESS - 


THAT WAS 
RAMA’S VOICE! 
HE MUST HAVE FALLEN 
INTO THE CLUTCHES OF 
THE RAKSHASAS! GO AT 
ONCE AND RESCUE 
YOUR BROTHER! 


SHED 


O VAIDEH|!, 


YOUR HUSBAND 
CANNOT BE CONQUERED. 
HE WILL SOON RETURN, 
AFTER KILLING 
THE DEER. 


DON'T YOU HAVE 
ANY AFFECTION FOR 
Rama? IF YOU DO NOT RUSH 
TO HELP HIM WHEN HE IS IN 
TROUBLE, YOU ARE HIS ENEMY. 
I BELIEVE YOU WANT 
HIM TO DIE! 
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THE COMING OF RAVANA 


DON'T WORRY! THAT GEDA = 
WAS NOT RAMA’S VOICE. I AM PTE BECAME: RECT ERATE: I 
SURE IT WAS ONLY A TRICK OF THE 
RAKSHASA. AFTER THE DEFEAT OF z Aes an 
THEIR ARMY, THE RAKSHASAS HAVE i 
DISGRACE OF YOUR RACE! I THINK 
BECOME CU ENEMIES. 5: 7ARE: YOU HAVE CLINNINGLY FOLLOWED US 
|OT LEAVE YOU ALONE 
ow beaver ou / TO THE FOREST AS AN AGENT OF 
; BHARATA. OR MAYBE YOU WANT 
ME FOR YOURSELF 


BUT YOU SHALL 
NEVER HAVE ME! AFTER 
BEING MARRIED TO MY 
LOTUS-EYED RAMA, HOW & 
CAN I WANT AN ORDINARY 
MAN? I WILL SURELY DIE 
WITHOUT RAMA! 


I DARE NOT 
REPLY TO YOUR UNWORTHY 


ACCUSATION. YOUR WORDS PIERCE 
MY EARS LIKE MOLTEN ARROWS. 
SHAME ON YOU! 
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Gan. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LET ALL THE 
FOREST-DWELLERS 


BEAR WITNESS. SINCE YOU 


} 
A) 


Y= PROTECT YOU! I SEE 


EVIL OMENS. I FEAR 

THAT I MAY NOT SEE 

YOU WHEN I RETURN 
WITH RAMA, 


rs 


ay 


ae 
ih Mal ps 


ZZ 


age I SHALL 
TAKE POISON OR 
ENTER THE FIRE. 
BUT I SHALL NEVER 
TOUCH ANY MAN ifs 
BUT RAMA! 


RAMA, I SHALL 


Bed PLUNGE INTO THE [i 


| GODAVARI OR 
Say HANG MYSELF 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


LIKE A SINISTER PLANET MOVING TOWARDS THE STAR ROHINI 
ON A MOONLESS NIGHT*, RAVANA APPROACHED SIT? 


(O CHARMING 
LADY WITH GOLDEN 
FIGURE, WOH LOOK LIKE I AM CAPTIVATE: 
5 ‘BY YOUR BEAUTY! YOU 

A LOTUS POND! ARE YOU [ie 
HRI, SRI, KIRTI, LAKSHMI DESERVE TO LIVE IN A 
OR RAT"? OR ARE YOU. LUXURIOUS PALACE. WHY 

AN APSARA? ARE YOU ALONE IN 

a THIS FOREST? 


PLEASE ACCEPT 
THIS WATER TO WASH YOUR 
FEET, O BRAHMIN. YOU MAY 
SIT HERE COMFORTABLY 


s Si 


#ROHINI 15 THE WIFE OF THE MOON. IN INDIAN “THE GODDESSES OF MODESTY, ELEGANCE, 
ASTROLOGY, DISASTERS ARE PREDICTED WHEN ROHINI FAME, FORTUNE AND LOVE RESPECTIVELY 
COMES IN THE VIEW OF PLANETS LIKE SATURN AND MARS. 


WHO YOU ARE 
AN? WHY YOU 
ARE HERE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I AM SITA, 
DAUGHTER OF KING 
JANAKA OF MITHILA, ANZ 
THE BELOVED WIFE 


OF RAMA, 


AFTER MY MARRIAGE, I LIVED IN COMFORT IN 
THE PALACE OF THE IKSHVAKU KINGS FOR TWELVE | 
YEARS. WHEN MY FATHER-IN-LAW, THE KING, 
\ PECIDED TO INSTALL RAMA AS YUVARAZA, ONE 
SOF MY MOTHERS-IN-LAW, KAIKEY!, ASKED 
THE KING FOR TWO BOONS. 


SHE ASKED THAT 
MY HUSBAND BE EXILED 
ANT HER SON, BHARATA, 
BE MADE YUVARATA. 
Paimemeea HE THREATENED TO KILL 


pe’, HERSELF IF HE DID NOT ff 


KEEP HI6 WORT. 


THIS KINGZOM MUST 
BE BHARATA’S, WITHOUT 
ANY OBSTACLES. IF YOU 
WIGH TO SAVE YOUR FATHER 
FROM FALSEHOOD, DEPART [ 
FOR THE FOREST 


[J ue 
MY HUSBAND, EVER 


TRUTHFUL, VIRTUOUS, AND 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


WHEN WE LEFT 

AYODHYA, MY HUSBAND'S \-= 
VALIANT BROTHER, LAKSHMANA, 

FOLLOWED US. AND WE HAVE [i 


BEEN ROAMING AROUND THE 
FOREST SINCE THEN. 


REST HERE 
IF YOU WISH; MY 
HUSBAND WILL RETURN 
SOON. PLEASE TELL ME 
ABOUT YOURSELF AND 
YOUR FAMILY. T AM THE FAMOUS 
RAVANA, KING OF THE 
RAKSHASAS, WHO STRIKES 
TERROR INTO THE HEARTS 
OF GODS, DEMONS 
ANT HUMANS! 


YOU SHALL LIVE IN 
MY GREAT CAPITAL. ROAMING 
THE GARDENS WITH ME ANZ 
BEING WAITED UPON BY 5,000 
SERVANTS, YOU WILL FORGET 
THIS FOREST LIFE! 


T HAVE TAKEN) 
A VOW TO 


HUSBAND. 


FOLLOW MY] 


AFTER SEEING YOU, I NO 
LONGER FEEL DELIGHTED BY 
(MY OWN WIVES - EXCELLENT 

WOMEN I HAVE CARRIED AWAY 

FROM DIFFERENT PLACES. 


COME WITH ME TO 
LANKA AND BE mY 
A FOREMOST QUEEN! 


TO HIS PROMISE AND, LIKE A 
BANYAN TREE, OFFERS 
SHELTER TO ALL. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAMA IS LIKE A MAJESTIC 
LION. HOW CAN YOU, A JACKAL, 
HOPE TO WIN ME? IN TRYING TO 
CARRY AWAY RAMA’S BELOVED 
WIFE, YOU ARE SURELY 
COURTING DEATH! 


WHEREVER I Go, 

THE WIND BLOWS GENTLY, THE 
TREES AND RIVERS BECOME STILL, 
AND THE SUN |S TRANSFORMED. 
INTO THE MILZ MOON FROM FEAR 
OF ME, BEYOND THE SEA 
STANDS MY BEAUTIFUL 
CAPITAL, LANKA. 


4THE FLYING CHARIOT 


YOU MIGHT AS WELL 
EXTRACT THE FANGS OF A 
POISONOUS SNAKE. RAMA IS LIKE 
THE OCEAN AND YOU A BROOK; HE 1S 
GOLT, WHILE YOU ARE BASE METAL; HE 
IS GARUTA, AN? YOU A CROW. SO 
LONG AS RAMA IS ALIVE, YOU 
CANNOT HOLD ME. 


I AM THE GLORIOUS 
TEN-HEAVED SON OF RISHI 
VISHRAVA, FROM WHOM GODS, 
GANDHARVAS AND ASURAS FLEE 
IN TERROR! I DEFEATED KUBERA, 
(MY HALF-BROTHER, IN BATTLE 
AND SNATCHED THE FAMOUS 
PUSHPAKA VIMANA*, 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


city 
LOOKS CHARMING WITH 
ITS BEAUTIFUL GARDENS AND. 
HOUSES BUILT OF GOLD AND CAT'S 
EYE JEWELS. IT IS CROWDED WITH 


AND HORSES, AND FILLED 
WITH MUSIC. 


COME ANT LIVE “ Wo NOT REJECT 
WITH ME, SITA, AN ENJOY THE WY ME, THE LORD OF THE \ 
|/ DELIGHTS OF HEAVEN! WHAT Lise \ DR RAKSHASAS, WHO HAS 
CAN YOU HAVE FOR A WEAKLING LIKE COME TO YOU IN PERSO} 
RAMA, WHO ALLOWED HIS FATHER ON TO SEEK YOUR LOVE. 
TO EXILE HIM? HE IS A MERE ~ 
MORTAL, A FOREST-DWELLER 
PRACTISING TAPAS. 


t 


GOH EVIL-MINDED 
RAVANA! YOU AN? ALL 
YOUR RAKSHASAS WILL 

Py SURELY PERISH! 


ab) 
bad 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Z FOOLISH LADY, 60 
PROUD AND BEAUTIFUL! YOU 


- VO NOT KNOW ME - I AMA 
HUSBAND WORTHY OF YOU! I CAN 
LIFT THE EARTH IN MY HANDS, 
}\ DRINK UP THE OCEANS, TORMENT 
THE SUN WITH MY ARROWS, 
AND? EVEN KILL DEATH 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


YO MIGHTY LAKSHMANA, 
YOUR BROTHER'S DELIGHT! 
DON'T YOU SEE ME BEING 
CARRIED AWAY BY A RAKSHASA? 
O RAMA! THOUGH YOU RENOUNCED 
EVERYTHING FOR THE SAKE OF ZZ 
VIRTUE, YOU DO NOT SEE ME 
BEING ABDUCTED! 


ALAS, KAIKEYI'S DESIRE 
HAS BEEN FLILFILLED! = 
© SCORCHER OF YOUR FOES, 
WHY DON’T YOU PUNISH 
THE EVIL RAVANA? 


O KARNIKARA TREES IN BLOOM, SACRED RIVER 
GODAVARI, BIRDS AND ANIMALS OF THE FOREST! J 
PLEASE TELL RAMA THAT RAVANA IS TAKING 
AWAY HIS BELOVED SiTA! RAMA 
WILL SURELY RESCUE MEL 


OH NOBLE JATAYU, 

THE SINFUL RAVANA IS 
CARRYING ME AWAY! YOU 
CANNOT STOP HIM, FOR HE |S 
MIGHTY, PROUD, EVIL AND 
ARMED, BUT PLEASE TELL 
RAMA ANT LAKSHMANAL 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HEARING SITA’S CRIE- 
JATAYU WOKE Ut RAVANA! I AM JATAYU, 


THE KING OF EAGLES - 
POWERFUL, DEVOTED TO 
THE ETERNAL DHARMA ANZ 
TRUE TO MY PROMISE, 
BROTHER, VO NOT 
COMMIT THIS SINE 


HOW CAN A 
VIRTUOUS KING LAY 
A FINGER ON ANOTHER 
KING'S WIFE? YOU SHOULD 
PROTECT HER AS YOU 
PROTECT YOUR OWN 
QUEENS. 


RAMA HAS NOT I AM 60,000 YEARS 
HARMED YOU IN ANY WAY. OLD, WHILE YOU ARE YOLING, 
HE KILLED KHARA ONLY TO ARMED WITH A BOW AND MOUNTED 
DEFENT HIMSELF RELEASE ON A CHARIOT. BLT YOU SHALL NOT 
ITA ATIONCES BEAR AWAY SITA BEFORE MY 
EYES. STAY AND FIGHT, IF 
YOU ARE A HERO! 
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THE COMING OF RAVANA 


- — 
THE BATTLE BETWEEN JATAYH AND RAVANA WAS LIKE |e} 
_| AN ENCOUNTER BETWEEN TWO WINGED MOLINTAINS. |) 


= es 


ee 
THE VALIANT mee Ce 
seston. <—_ 
Wwe S 


ATTACKED FATALLY THE MULE? 
WHO PULLED THE CHARIO’ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LA + 
. WY. 
| IT 6EEMEP THAT THE MIGHTY OLP BIRP HAP 
f] OVERCOME THE EVIL RAKSHASA. THE HEAVENS i 
\ S RESOUNDEP WITH PRAISE FOR JATAYH’S FEAT. 


v 
a 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


BY CARRYING 
AWAY RAMA’S WIFE, YOU YOU FOOL, YOU 
ARE BRINGING ABOUT THE ARE CAUGHT IN YAMA’S 
DESTRUCTION OF THE NOOSE LIKE A THIRSTY 
RAKSHASA RACE! MAN DRINKING 


.-FRESH ONES APPEARED IN THEIR STEAZ 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE DUEL WENT ON FOR AN ANP TURNED TO FACE JATAYH. |) 


HOUR. THEN RAVANA PROPPED 
SITA ON A BED OF GRASS... 


WITH VIOLENT HEAVE... 
Fq 


2 


w? Ea TAYLU'S WING. 


YOU NOT SEE THE 
GREAT CALAMITY THAT 


90 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


SS 


LET GO OF : 
THE TREE! 


<Q 


NOW OUR 
PURPOSE WILL BE }/ 
ACCOMPLISHED! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


. AREN'T YOU 
ASHAMED OF LURING MY 
HUSBAND AWAY, ABZUCTING 
(ME ANT KILLING THE AGED 
DATAYU? YOU THINK YOU 
ARE A HERO, BUT YOU ARE 
JUST A COWARD! MY 
HUSBAND WILL SURELY 
DESTROY YOU! 


THOSE 
VANARAS MAY TELL 
RAMA IN WHICH 
DIRECTION TO LOOK, 


FOR ME! 


FOR YOUR OWN 
GOOD, LET ME GO 
NOW. YOU CAN NEVER, 
HIDE FROM RAMA, 
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THE COMING OF RAVANA 


SOON, HE REACHED HIS CAPITAL. 


IS NOT SEEN BY ANY OLITSIDER. 
GIVE HER WHATEVER SHE DESIRES 
INSTANTLY - PEARLS, GEMS, GOLD, 
CLOTHES, VO NOT UTTER HARSH 
WORTS TO HER IF YOU VALUE 


WATCH RAMA’S 
MOVEMENTS CLOSELY ANZ 
KEEP ME INFORMED, YOU ARE 
ALL POWERFUL MEN. DESTROY Y] 
HIM IF YOU CAN. I CANNOT 
SLEEP UNTIL I HAVE PUT 
AN END TO HIM, 


DEVASTATED, KHARA ANT. 
ALL THE OTHER INHABITANTS. 
HAVE BEEN KILLED BY RAMA. 
ARM YOURSELVES WELL ANT 
», GO THERE AT ONCE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAVANA WAS IMPATIENT TO SEE SITA AGAIN. SOON - 


LANKA CANNOT BE CONQUERED 
EVEN BY INDRA AND ALL THE 
GODS AND DEMONS TOGETHER. 


AND MY OWN 
p LIFE AS WELL, BELOVED 
#/ SITAL BE MY FOREMOST QUEEN, 
AND SHARE ALL THE DELIGHTS JB 
HOOF LIFE WITH ME. WHAT LIE 16 
THAT RAMA - A MERE HUMAN, 
A PAUPER DEPRIVED OF HIS. 
KINGOM, LEADING A LIFE 
> OF AUSTERITY? 


THE COMING OF RAVANA 


YOU WILL NEVER 
SEE RAMA AGAIN. HE DOES NOT 
HAVE THE POWER TO REACH THIS 
PLACE EVEN IN THOUGHT. BE GRACIOUS 
TO ME, O PRINCESS! RAVANA HAS 
NEVER BEFORE PLEADED 
WITH ANY WOMAN! 


SITA GATHERED UP HER COURAGE. HOLPING 
UP A BLADE OF GRASS SHE FACED RAVANA. 


ae = 
THE GREAT KING 
VASHARATHA WAS EVER 
RIGHTEOUS AND TRUTHFUL. 
His STEADFAST SON RAMA 15 |_—/ 


FOR HIS VIRTUE. HE Is MY 
ADORED HUSBAND, 


IF HE HAD 
SEEN YOU LAYING HANDS 
ON ME, YOU WOULD SURELY 
BE LYING DEAT, LIKE KHARA 
IN JANASTHANA! THOUGH YOU 
CANNOT BE KILLED BY GODS 
OR DEMONS, YOU WILL 
NOT ESCAPE RAMA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


CAN A FEMALE SWAN, SWIMMING WITH ITS MATE 
AMONG THE LOTUSES, EVEN LOOK AT A DIVER BIRD, 
STANDING AMONG THE REEDS? A SINNER LIKE J 
YOU CANNOT TOUCH RAMA’S WIFE, PUT ME IN, 
CHAINS OR KILL ME - I WILL NEVER 
GIVE IN TO YOU! 


HUMBLE THIS LADY'S 
PRIDE! TAKE HER TO THE 


ASHOKAVANA SECRETLY AND GUARD ¥ 


HER WELL. WIN HER OVER WITH 


AS ONE WOULD TAME A 
WIL? ELEPHANT. 
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HEAR MY WARNING, 

‘O PRINCESS OF MITHILA! I 
ALLOW YOU TWELVE MONTHS. 
IF YOU VO NOT YIELD TO 
ME WITHIN THIS PERIOZ, MY 
COOKS WILL CUT YOU INTO 
SMALL PIECES FOR 
MY BREAKFAST! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BACK IN THE DANDAKA FOREST, RAMA WAS HURRYING HOME. | geaW 
7 i ET 


I HOPE SITA IS 
ALL RIGHT! WHAT IF 
SHE WAS FOOLED BY 
(MMARICHA CALLING OUT 
IN MY VOICE, ANZ od 


LAKSHMANA TO 
HELP ME? 


O LAKSHMANA, YOU 
HAVE COME HERE, LEAVING 
SITA ALONE! THIS IS NOT RIGHT! THE 
EVIL OMENS ALL AROUND TELL ME 
THAT SITA HAS BEEN ABDUCTED 
OR EVEN KILLED BY THE 
RAKSHASAS. 


WHERE IS SITA? 


WILL WE BE ABLE ~~ THE TWO BROTHERS HURRIED BACK TO THE HUT. 
TO FIND HER ALIVE? THE Ey} ae: a Be 


9 WHERE |S THE 
GRACEFUL SITA, WHO 
FOLLOWED ME TO THE 
FOREST AND SHARED 
MY SUFFERING? 

I CANNOT LIVE 
WITHOUT SITA. 


YOU MADE A 
TERRIBLE MISTAKE IN 
LEAVING HER ALONE. ALAS, 
MY TENDER YOUNG SITA! 
SHE MUST HAVE BEEN 
SO FRIGHTENED! — SHE MUST HAVE 
BEEN KILLED BY THOSE \ 
FEARFUL RAKSHASAS. 
THERE IS NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT. WHAT 
SHALL I VO? 


WHY DID YOU 
LEAVE HER ALONE WHEN 
I HAD ENTRUSTED HER: 

TO YOUR CARE? 


“SHE URGED ME TO 
GO TO YOU. I SAID: ‘CALM 
YOURSELF THAT WAS NOT 
RAMA’S VOICE, NO RAKSHASA 
CAN FRIGHTEN RAMA.’ BUT 
SITA’S JUDGEMENT WAS 
CLOUDED BY FEAR. 


ACCUSATIONS, 
40 I CAME TO 
FIND YOU. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I DIP NOT COME TO 
YOU VOLUNTARILY. I CAME 
BECAUSE SHE SPOKE TO ME 
VERY FIERCELY. UNNERVED 
BY HEARING MARICHA 
CALLING OUT FOR HELP 
IN YOUR VOICE... 


RAMA’S ENEMY! THAT IS WHY 
YOU VO NOT RUN TO HIM WHEN 
HE 1S CRYING FOR HELP BHARATA 
MUST HAVE SENT YOU. YOU PLAN 
TO MARRY ME AFTER RAMA 
15 KILLER, BUT YOU SHALL 
NEVER HAVE ME. 


EVEN 40, IT WAS: 
WRONG ON YOUR PART 
TO LEAVE HER ALONE. 

YOU KNEW I COULD 
HANDLE THE RAKSHASAS, 
YET YOU DISOBEYED 


WHERE IS SITA? 


MAP WITH GRIEF, RAMA SEARCHED 
FOR SITA EVERYWHERE. 
mE 5 y 


‘OH KAZAMBA 
TREE, DID YOU SEE 
MY DARLING, WHO IS SO FONT 
OF YOUR FLOWERS? OH BILVA, 


OH AROUNA, OH TILAKA - PLEASE file 


GIVE ME NEWS OF SITA! OH 
WHERE |S é ASHOKA TREE, LIVE UP TO 
SITA? HAS SHE GONE YOUR NAME AND REMOVE 
TO PLUCK FRUITS OR mY SORROW! 
FLOWERS? HAS SHE GONE 7 
TO BATHE IN THE 


O DEER, VO YOU 
KNOW ITA, WHOSE EYES 
ARE LIKE A FAWN’S? O ELEPHANT, 
SURELY YOU MUST HAVE SEEN SITA! 
TELL ME WITHOUT FEAR, O TIGER, 
IF YOU HAVE SEEN THAT 
PRINCESS WITH A FACE 
LIKE THE MOON! 


#ASHOKA MEANS ‘WITHOUT 
ANY SORROW’ IN SANSKRIT. 101 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHY 7O YOU RUN ANZ 
HIDE BEHIND THE TREES, MY 
LOTUS-EYED ONE? WHY DON’T 
YOU ANSWER ME? I SEE YOUR 
YELLOW SILK SARI! ...OR MAYBE 
IT WAS NOT SITA, SURELY SHE 
WOULP NOT IGNORE ME! 


(MY DARLING 
MUST HAVE BEEN 
DEVOURED BY RAKSHASAS. 
THAT BEAUTIFUL MOON FACE P, 
HAS SURELY BEEN ECLIPSED, |/ 
BELOVED SITA, WHERE 
A ARE YOU? i, 


RAMA RETURNED TO THE HE 


¥ J 


K) es 
aie, 


WHERE IS SITA? 


j c ‘OH SITA, 
WHO COULD HAVE CARRIED DON'T DESERT DON'T GIVE WAY 
HER AWAY? OH SITA, I AM | ME! I WILL DIE TO GORROW, O WISE 
IN GREAT DISTRESS. IF YOU 4 WITHOUT You! PRINCE! SHE MAY BE 
ARE PLAYING A SEST ON ME, TESTING US. LET US 
PLEASE COME OUT AND SEARCH THE ENTIRE 
SHOW YOURSELF, 


WE HAVE SEARCHED 
THE FOREST, THE LOTUS 
=f PONTS AND RIVERS, THIS 
"A MOUNTAIN AND ALL ITS 
CAVES, BLT THERE IS 
NO SIGN OF ITA. 


af 
YOU WILL 


SURELY RECOVER 
HER, AS LORD VISHNU 


RECOVERED THE EARTH 
AFTER BINDING 
KING BALI. 


SITA IS. 

SURELY DEAD! ALAS, 
HOW CAN I RETURN TO 
AYOTHYA? HOW CAN I FACE 
HER FATHER? LEAVE ME, 
LAKSHMANA, AND RETURN: 
TO AYODHYA. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


‘ON THIS SLAB OF 
ROCK, O LAKSHMANA, SHE 
SAT BY MY SIDE LALIGHING, 
TELL BHARATA TO WHILE YOU CHATTED WITH 
RULE OVER THE KINGZOM. HER. SHE LOVED THIS RIVER fig 
INFORM MY MOTHERS OF THE E GODAVARI, BUT SHE NEVER 
DEATH OF SITA, FOLLOWED BY MY WENT DOWN TO THE 
DEATH. I MUST BE THE GREATEST , WATER ALONE. 
SINNER ON EARTH. THAT IS 
WHY I AM OVERTAKEN BY 
SUCH SORROW. 


(OH ADITYA*! = 
OH VAYU"! YOU ARE Wo 
ry) 
THE WITNESSES OF ALL : 
THAT HAPPENS IN THE AND TAKE HEART! 
WORLT, TELL ME WHERE, YOU WILL NEE ALL 
YOUR ENERGY TO 
MY DARLING SITA IS! 


EVEN THE RIVER’ 
OES NOT ANSWER MY 
QUESTIONS! OH LAKSHMANA, 
THOSE DEER KEEP LOOKING 
AT ME AS IF THEY ARE 
SPEAKING TO ME. OH DEER, 
WHERE 15 SITA? 


#ANOTHER NAME OF SURYA, THE SIN GOP 
“WIN? GOP 104 


LOOKING FIXEDLY AT RAMA, THE 
DEER MOVED TO THE SOUTH. 


Ee SN 


‘0 LORD OF THE 
MOUNTAIN, VIZ YOU 
SEE A BEAUTIFUL 
YOUNG LADY IN 
THIS FOREST? 


WHERE IS SITA? 


ty 
VE THINK WE SHOULD 
MOVE IN THE DIRECTION 
POINTED OUT BY THE 
DEER. WE MAY FIND SITA 
THERE, OR SOME SIGN 
TO SHOW US WHERE 
SHE HAS GONE. 


56s 
SAF aA) 


THE MOUNTAIN PIP NOT ANSWER. | / 


V~SHOW ME SiTA 
BEFORE I SHATTER 
ALL YOUR PEAKS, 
MOUNTAIN! 


FOOTSTEPS! AND 
S| THERE ARE SMALLER 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I THINK TWO 
RAKSHASAS FOUGHT OVER: 
POOR SITA HERE, KILLED AND 
ATE HER. MY ENMITY WITH THE 
RAKSHASAS HAS INTENSIFIED A 
HUNDREDFOLD AND WILL ENV. 
ONLY WITH THEIR LIVES! 


WHERE IS SITA? 


SITA’S VIRTUE WAS 
NOT ABLE TO PROTECT HER. 
THEN WHAT HELP CAN I EXPECT 
FROM THE GODS? MY VIRTUES 
OF DISCIPLINE AND COMPASSION 
HAVE MADE THEM BELIEVE I AM 


POWERLESS. BUT NOW SEE MY Jo 


GLORY SHINE FORT! 


AS I ANNIHILATE 
ALL LIVING BEINGS, ANT FIRE, 
AND AIR! WATCH AS I FILL SPACE \ 
WITH MY MISSILES, ARREST THE 
PLANETS, OBSCURE THE SUN AND 
(MOON, DRY UP THE OCEANS ANZ 
SHATTER THE MOUNTAINS! 


IF SITA IS NOT RESTORED TO ME, I WILL REDUCE 
THE THREE WORLDS TO CHAOS TODAY! WHEN I AM 
ANGRY, O LAKSHMANA, I AM LIKE OLT AGE, 
DEATH AND DESTINY - NO LIVING BEING 

= CAN ESCAPE ME! 


‘IF YOU GO 
NOT RECOVER 

‘STA THROUGH PEACEFUN 
(MEANS, THEN DESTROY 
THE WORLDS. ALL LIVING 

BEINGS HAVE TO UNDERGO} 
SOME SUFFERING. THE 
GREAT VASISHTHA LOST, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


O RAMA! YOU HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN AS BRILLIANT 
AS THE SUN, CHARMING AS THE 
(MOON AND PATIENT AS THE 
EARTH. YO NOT ABANVON YOUR 
NATURE. VO NOT PUNISH ALL 
LIVING BEINGS IN YOUR ANGER 
AGAINST ONE INDIVIDUAL. 


‘APPROVE OF SITA'S ABDUCTION? 
A FIGHT HAS TAKEN PLACE HERE, 
BUT THERE WAS NO ARMY, ANT 
ONLY A SINGLE CHARIOT. WE SHALL 
SURELY FIND OUT THE OWNER OF 
THIS CHARIOT, WHO HAS 
BORNE SITA AWAY. 


MOTHER EARTH 
HAS TO UNDERGO UPHEAVALS. 
THE SUN AND MOON HAVE TO 
SUFFER ECLIPSES. EVEN THE GODS 
ARE CONTROLLED BY DESTINY. IF A 
WISE MAN LIKE YOU CANNOT FACE 
SUFFERING, WHO CAN? 


WHERE IS SITA? 


EVEN IF SITA 1S 
DEAD, YOU SHOULD NOT 
GRIEVE LIKE ANY COMMON MAN. 
I6 IT FAIR TO OTHER SUFFERING 
BEINGS TO DESTROY THE UNIVERSE 
BECAUSE YOU ARE HURT? 
USE YOUR INTELLIGENCE TO 
FIND YOUR ENEMY ANZ 
PUNISH HIM, 


WHAT SHALL 
WE 10, DEAR ONE? 
WHERE SHALL WE GO? 
HOW SHALL WE 
FIND SITA? 


SEARCH THIS REGION OF 
JANASTHANA CAREFULLY. 
THERE ARE SO MANY GORGES, 
VALLEYS AND CAVES, ANZ 
HABITATS OF KINNARAS 
AN? GANDHARVAS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THIS BIRD HAS 
SURELY DEVOURED SITA, A 
AND NOW IT IS LYING AT EASE! 
IT MUST BE A RAKSHASA IN J 
A 7126uise. 1 SHALL FINISH 


IT OFF WITH MY FIERY 


..THAT NOBLE LADY 
WHOM YOU ARE SEEKING 
HAS BEEN SNATCHED AWAY BY 
RAVANA, ALONG WITH MY LIFE. 
SEEING HIM CARRYING HER OFF, 
I FLEW TO HER AID. IN THE 
STRUGGLE, RAVANA FELL 
TO THE EARTH. 


WHERE IS SITA? 


HIS CHARIOT WAS: 
SHATTERED, BUT HE CUT 
OFF BOTH MY WINGS WITH 
s| HIS SWORT AND FLEW AWAY be 
WITH SITA. ZO NOT KILL ME, : a = i PERSON IN THE 
TAM ALREADY SLAIN SNES WORLD! 
BY THE RAKSHASA. 


ES 


T AM AN EXILE 
FROM MY OWN KINGZOM, 
ANT SITA HAS DISAPPEARED. 
NOW THIS JEWEL AMONG 
BIRDS, MY FATHER’S FRIEND, IS 
MORTALLY WOUNDED, BATTLING, 
WITH A RAKSHASA 
FOR MY SAKE! 


USING HIS 
MAGICAL POWERS, HE 
Sq CARRIED SITA SOUTHWARDS, 
DEAR JATAYU, THE HOUR IN WHICH HE 
IF YOU CAN SPEAK, TELL ) | asvucTeD HER Is UNLUCKY 
US ABOUT RAVANA AND WHERE V7 FOR HIM. YOU WILL SURELY eae 
AND WHY HE ABDUCTED SiTA. | KILL HIM IN BATTLE ANZ Be FANG. oe 


HOW VIP SITA LOOK AND WHAT, RECOVER ITA. Wipe Apia WITH 


RAVANA |S 
A SON OF RISHI 
VISHRAVA, ANZ 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


‘ALAS! SATAY 
|S DEAD! NO ONE 
CAN ESCAPE 
KAALA! 


JATAYU'S DEATH IS 
EVEN MORE PAINFUL TO ME 
THAN LOSING ITA. HE HAS LAIZ 
DOWN HIS LIFE AND KINGZOM 
FOR MY SAKE. TRULY, PIOUS AND 
VALIANT SOULS ARE FOUN 
EVEN AMONG BIRTS 


THIS HEROIC BIRD 
DESERVES TO BE AVOREV 
ANZ HONOURED, AS MUCH 

AS KING DASHARATHA. BRING 
SOME LOGS OF WOOT, DEAR 
SOUMITRA, AND WE WILL 
CREMATE THE KING 


AND ANIMALS. OF BIRDS. 


O MIGHTY KING! 
RISE TO THE HIGHEST Y=) 
HEAVENS ALONG 
WITH THE BRAVE, THE 


Mt pia 
OM 


WHERE IS SITA? 


AFTER OFFERING WATER TO JATAYL'S SPIRIT... ..THE TWO BROTHERS RESUMED THEIR 
SEARCH FOR SITA, TRAVELLING SOUTHWARPS. 


SOON, THEY HAD LEFT JANASTHANA BEHIND THEM, 
AND CROSSED THE BEALITIFUL KRALINCHA FOREST. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LAKSHMANA WAS FURIOUS, AND CHASED HER AWAY. 


WHERE IS SITA? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IT WAS THE RAKSHASA, kasanria.|_ Os lfm BEN 
HE SWOOPED DOWN AND - a on GORA Ti 
I AM TRAPPED, " ae i 


RAMA! LEAVE ME AND 


IT Gi 
ESCAPE AS FAST AS DON'T GIVE WAY 


TO FEAR, VALIANT 
BROTHER! 


WHO ARE YOU, WITH 
BULL-LIKE SHOULDERS AND 
POWERFUL WEAPONS? FATE CALAMITY THREATENS 
HAS BROUGHT YOU HERE, US, LAKSHMANA! THE 
FOR I AM HUNGRY. POWER OF KAALA IS 


GREAT INDEED! 


WHERE IS SITA? 


THIS IS RAMA, 
‘SON OF PASHARAM 
WHO WAS EXILEV TO 
THE FOREST By icles 
STEPMOTHER. I AM 

HIS BROTHER, 

LAKSHMANA. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ANZ WHO 
RAMA’S WIFE ARE YOU? WHY ZO 
WAS ABDUCTED BY YOU ROLL ABOUT THE 
A RAKSHASA AND WE - FOREST, HEADLESS, 
ARE SEARCHING WITH A FLAMING 
FOR HER. j MOUTH? 


WELCOME, O 
TIGERS AMONG MEN! 
IT IS FORTUNATE FOR 

ME THAT YOU HAVE COME: 
HERE AND CUT OFF 
MY ARMS! 


LONG AGO, I WAS AS 
HANDSOME, POWERFUL AND 
FAMOUS AS INDRA, CHANDRA AND 
SURYA, I USED TO ASSUME A 
FRIGHTFUL FORM TO TERRORISE 
RISHIS IN THE FOREST. A RISHI 
CALLED STHULASHIRA 

CURSED ME.. 


PLEASE... LET 
THERE BE AN 
END TO THE 
CURSE! 
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WHERE IS SITA? 


VERY WELL. WHEN 
RAMA CUTS OFF YOUR 
ARMS AND CREMATES 
YOU IN A FOREST, YOU 

WILL REGAIN YOUR OWN, 

CHARMING FORM. 


“I HAP RECEIVED THE BOON OF LONG LIFE FROM BRAHMA. IN MY ARROGANCE, I ATTACKEP INDRA, WHO 
STRUCK ME WITH HIS THUNDERBOLT. 


"MY HEAP AND LIMBS WERE |_ 
PUSHED INTO MY BODY." 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


“INDRA GAVE ME THESE LONG ARMS AND BIG MOUTH SO THAT I COULD EAT. HE ALSO SAID THAT I 
WOULD BE RELEASED FROM THIS BODY WHEN RAMA AND LAKSHMANA CAME AND SEVERED MY ARMS.” 


TINE, 
NO ONE BUT 
YOU CAN SLAY ME, 
O RAGHAVA! AFTER: 
YOU CREMATE ME, I MY WIFE SITA 
WILL HELP YOU. WAS CARRIED AWAY BY 
RAVANA. IF YOU KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT HIM OR 
WHERE HE HAS TAKEN SITA, 
PLEASE TELL US, 


I DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT SiTA. BUT I 
CAN POINT OUT A PERSON WHO 
KNOWS EVERYTHING ANZ WILL 
HELP YOU. NOW THROW ME INTO 
A PIT AND CREMATE ME 
BEFORE THE SUN SETS. 


WHERE IS SITA? 
S00N KABANDHA’'S ( 
BODY WAS BURNING. 


a 


FORMING AN ALLIANCE WITH ¥ 
ANOTHER PERSON WHO HAS 
BEEN ROBBED OF HIS HOME 
ANZ KINGZOM. THERE LIVES 

A MIGHTY MONKEY CALLED 


SUGRIVA, VALIANT ANZ 


VALI, SON OF INDRA, 
HAS BANISHED HIM FROM 
THE KINGOM, SUGRIVA LIVES 
WITH FOUR OTHER MONKEYS 
ON RISHYAMUKHA HILL. SEEK 
HIM OUT AND BEFRIEND 
HIM. HE WILL BE A 
POWERFUL ALLY, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


——— HE WILL SEND 
SN) OUT ARMIES OF MONKEYS, 
ENTER RAVANA’S PALACE, 
KILL THE RAKSHASAS AND 
RECOVER SITA, EVEN IF SHE 
IS ON TOP OF MOUNT MERU, 
OR IN THE DEPTHS 
OF PATALA*. 


GO WESTWARD 
ALONG THAT PATH UNTIL 
YOU REACH THE CRYSTAL CLEAR 
PAMPA LAKE. TO ITS WEST IS THE 
ASHRAM OF MATANGA. THE RISHIS 
HAVE ALL ATTAINED HEAVEN, BUT 
THEIR OL SERVANT, SHABAR|, 2 


4THE UNDERWORLD 


WHERE IS SITA? 


TO THE EAST I6 
= RISHYAMUKHA, A HILL 


SPECIALLY CREATED BY 
BRAHMA, AND GUARVED BY 
YOUNG ELEPHANTS. SUGRIVA 
LIVES THERE, IN A BIG CAVE 
BEHIND A ROCK. THERE IS A 
DEEP POOL IN FRONT. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
THE NEXT DAY, THEY REACHED 7 z 
SHABARI'S ASHRAM. Z ZZ: 

z Ze SF 4 
ae Ze ; 
" Ze 


VOWS FULFILLED? HAS YOUR 
SERVICE TO YOUR GURUS 
BORNE FRUIT? 


I HAVE | 
COLLECTED FRUITS 
FROM THE FOREST 
FOR YOU. NOW MY 


2 


if 


I HAVE HEARD 
OF THE RISHIS FROM 
KABANDHA. I WOULD 
\ LIKE TO SEE THEIR 


WHERE IS SITA? 


SHABAR! SHOWE? 
THE TWO BROTHERS THIS IS 
AROUND THE ASHRAM THE SACRED ALTAR 
ANP THE MATANGAVANA. || WHERE THE AGED ANZ 
x ¥ FEEBLE SAINTS MADE 
OFFERINGS. 


OF THE SEVEN OCEANS, 
COLLECTED HERE BY THE 
POWER OF THE RISHIS' THOUGHT. 
THEY WERE 50 HOLY THAT THEIR’ 
WASHED? GARMENTS NEVER DRY, 
AND THE GARLANDS MADE BY 


AFTER THEY HA SEEN 
THE WHOLE FOREST - T HAVE BEEN 
PURIFIED BY YOUR 
VISIT. NOW I WISH TO 
CAST OFF THIS BODY 
ANT JOIN THOSE HOLY 
RISHIS AGAIN. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


(CENTRATED MINZ, 
THE FIRE... 

d Pa a 

\ y 


AFTER SHABARI HAP ASCENDED TO HEAVEN, fs 
RAMA AND LAKSHMANA HAD A BATH IN THE 


JATER OF THE SEVEN OCEANS. ‘ 
7 aa we 
ga a 
Phe ae NOW ALL OUR BA 
‘ KARMA HAS BEEN WIPED 


OUT. I AM FILLED WITH 
JOY, LAKSHMANA! 


= 8) 


= 


WHERE IS SITA? 


THAT |S THE 
RIGHYAMUKHA HILL. 
THERE LIVES SUGRIVA, SON |My 
OF SURYA, IN CONSTANT J lie. 


I AM IN A HURRY 
TO MEET HIM. ONLY 
HE CAN HELP US. 


FIND ITA. RA ME IE 


IMPATIENT, TOO. 
LET US GO THERE 
QUICKLY! 


re 


aaasanar 


ADITI afféfit Mother of the devas 


ADITYA aff Another name for 
VIVASWAN (2). the sun god 


A 


STYA JBI A great sage 


AIRAVATA tera The white elephant 
who is the vahana of Indra 


AKAMPANA 3880: A raks! 
KHARA’s army 


ANALA fei Mother of the flowering 
and fruiting trees 


ANGIRA 3131 Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of ereation 


APSARA TERT A ci ial dancer 


ARISTANEMI affteatff Descendant of 
KARDAMA,. the first lord of creation 


ARJUNA 303s A tree found in the 
DANDAKA forest 


ARUNA 3501 The sun god’s cl 
5} and the father of SAMPATI and JATAYU 


jarioteer 


| wife 


é 
& 
: ARUNDHATI afeettdft VASISHTHA’s 
¢ 
é 
g 
é 


Akampana 


ASHOKA aft A tree, whose name 
means ‘without any sorrow” 


ASHOKAVANA aigiteaa The garden 
where SITA was held captive 


ASHRAM 3180 Hermitage 


ADITI 


SURA 3¥¥ Celestial race: children of 
KASHYAPA and DITI 


ATRI 318 One of the Saptarshis and 
ANASUYA's husband 


AYODHYA arate Capital of KOSALA 
AYOMUKHI afatggft A RAKSHASI 


BAHUPUTRA @gqa Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation 


BALI @teft A king who was subdued by 
VISHNU’s fifth avatar 


BHADRAMADA 4iga@q IRAVATI’s 
mother 


BHARATA 4a RAMA’s brother 


BHASA SRE A bird-of-prey similiar to 
a vulture 


BHASI 4rét One of the five daughters of 
TAMRA: mother of BHASA 


BILVA fata Bael tree. Also called wood 
apple, sacred to SHIVA 


BRAHMA @@1 The Hindu god of 
creation 


BRAHMALOKA Apteite 
‘The highest heaven 


CHAKRAVAKA @paret A bird 
similar to a duck or a goose 


CHANDRA eg: The moon god 


CHITRAKOOT firrge A beautiful hill 
near the river MANDAKINI 


DAITYA @ Sons of DITI: also called 
RAKSHASA 


DAKSHA &@f: A son of BRAHMA and 
descendant of KARDAMA, the first lord 
of creation 


DANDAKA @g@ A forest that lies near 
the river YAMUNA. 


DANU @ Mother of HAYAGREEVA 


DASHARATHA ®R@ King of 
AYODHYA; father of RAMA 


DEVA ®a: Sons of ADITI 
DHARMA tf Moral law 
DHARMABHRY fq One of 
the rishis whom RAMA met in the 
DANDAKA forest 


DHRUTHARASTRI gaergt Mother 
of the swans and CHAKRAVAKA birds 


DITI fat Wife of KASHYAPA; mother 
of the ASURAS and the MARUTS. 


Ayomukhi 


JANASTHANA FeeaTet A sacred place 
terrorised by KHARA 


DOOSHANA @WoT SHURPANAKHA. 
and RAVANA‘s brother and the general of 
an army of rakshasas 


nan: 


JATAYU Hey Friend of 
DASHARATHA and ally of RAMA 


JAVA Ha: Father of the rakshasa 
VIRADHA 


KAALA Te Time 


KAALIKAA @rfeet Mother of 
NARAKA and KALAKA 


KABANDHA ®t A RAKSHASA 
caught under rishi STHULASHIRA’s 
curse 


KARTIKEYA @1fff@2_ Son of SHIVA, 
and commander of the divine armies 


KADRU ®@ Mother of the ten-headed KASHYAPA ®a Descendant of 


Dooshana 


GANDHARVA até A celestial 
musician 


serpent who holds the earth on his head 


KAIKEYI dt DASHARATHA'S 
youngest wife; BHARATA’s mother 


KARDAMA, the first lord of creation, All 
beings in the world have descended from 
Kashyapa and his wives. 


KAUSALYA @taeat DASHARATHA'S 
chief queen; mother of RAMA 


GANDHARVI attdf Mother of the 
horses 


KHARA @& A powerful man-eating 
rakshasa, and the brother of RAVANA 
and SHURPANAKHA, 


GARUDA a8 The vehicle of VISHNU 
KINNARA ffsea@ A celestial musician 
GAYATRI arnt a Goddess 
KIRTI HF Goddess of fame 
GODAVARI aitaratt A river that 
originates in western India KRATU #9 Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation. 
GURU WB Teacher 
KRAUNCHA VANA #temt at A forest 
that RAMA and LAKSHMANA travelled 
through during their search for SITA 


KRAUNCHI tet Mother of owls 


HARI @¥ Daughter of KRODHAVASA 
and mother of lions and monkeys 
KALAKA ®T@6 Son of KAALIKAA 

HAYAGREEVA Bafta: A god with the 
head of a horse KARDAMA &: ‘The first lord of 
creation KRODHAVASA #IteT One of 
KASHYAPA’s wives, Various beings 

indeed from her, including be: 

monkeys and deer, 


HIMALAYAS ffatert A mountain range 
in northern India 


KARNIKARA @ftfent A flowering tree 
HRI # The goddess of modesty 

IKSHVAKU §taTg The carliest ancestor 

of the Suryavanshi kings, the dynasty to 

which RAMA belonged 

ILVALA east: brother of VATAPI; 

a rakshasa who was killed by rishi 

AGASTYA 

INDRA & King of gods 

IRAVATI erat Mother of AIRAVATA 


JANAKA Sef King of MITHILA: 
father of SITA 


Kabandha 


Zana ana anananacanananaasananen 


BpaRA pana RARARARARARARA ROS 


KUBERA 8 God of wealth 


KUMBHAKARNA $*@0f RAVANA’s 
brother 


LAKSHMANA ®t Brother of 
RAMA: son of SUMITRA 


LAKSHMI at#t Goddess of fortune 
LANKA @@®T RAVANA’s kingdom 


MAHENDRA 48%: Another name for 
SHIVA 


MRUGI ¥t Mother of deer 


Lake Panchapsara 


MUHURTA 4g@ A traditional 


measurement of time equivalent to 48 
seconds 


PANCHAVATI taadt A peaceful place 
in the DANDAKA forest, where RAMA, 
SITA and LAKSHMANA spent part of 
their exile 

PATALA Wratet Underworld 

PIPPALI fttaeft Long pepper 


PRACHETA Mat Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation 


PULAHA Rf: Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation 


PULASTYA Jerext Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation 


Panchavati 


MANDAKARNI 410geff The rishi who 
created Lake PANCHAPSARA 


MANDAKINI Aearfeeft A river in 
CHITRAKOOT 


MANU 4 Progenitor of manki 
of SURYA 


MARICHA *tt A RAKSHASA who 
helps RAVANA kidnap SITA 


MARICHI af Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation 


MATANGA ag A place to the west of 
PAMPA lake, where SHABARI’s 
is located 


MATANGAVANA 4agaat A forest near 
the ashram of MATANGA 


MATANGI atagt Mother of elephants 


MITHILA fare Kingdom of 
JANAKA 


MERU 3% A mythological mountain 


MRUGAMANDA FP@I Mother of 
bears and antelopes 


NAGA @t A mythical being who is 
part-human and part-snake 


NARAKA @&® Son of KAALIKAA 
NATA aT Mother of VINATA. 


PAMPA "aq A river near 
CHITRAKOOT 


PANCHAPSARA Wee A lake in the 


DANDAKA forest named after the five 
apsaras who live in it 


Lanka 


i) 


PUSHPAKA VIMANA gore feraret 
‘The flying chariot of KUBERA which 
RAVANA took away by foree 


RAGHAVA @a@ Another name for 
RAMA 


RAHU @g A demon who is believed to 
swallow the sun and moon from time to 


time, causing eclipses 


RAKSHASA @@ The male members 
of the Rakshasa race 
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RAKSHASI wrereft The female members 
of the Rakshasa race 


RAMA @ Prince of AYODHYA. Son of 
KAUSALYA and DASHARATHA 


RANGOLI @aiteft Designs made to 
decorate the front of the house 


RATI @% Goddess of love 


RAVANA @a@T The ten-headed king of 
Lanka 


RISHI 3f A holy man 


RISHYAMUKHA 588PQ®: The hill 
where SUGRIVA lives 


ROHINI BH A goddess; wife of the 
moon 


RUDRA && The |! Rudras are 
ADITI’s sons 


SAMSHRAYA ®8: Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation 


SAMPATI waft JATAYU’s older 
brother 


SARAYU @&q The kingdom of 


AYODHYA is situated on the banks of 
this river 


Rishyamukha 


SHABARI rat A pious lady who lived 
in the ashram in MATANGA 


SHARABHANGA &R4 A great and 
powerful rishi who advised RAMA 


SHARDOOLI anrgeft Mother of tigers 


SHATAHRADA aga Mother of 
VIRADHA 


SHATRUGHNA Q&3et Son of 
SUMITRA, twin of LAKSHMANA 


SHESHA 4: Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation 


SHIVA fifa: One of the divine triumvate; 


the destroyer 


SHURPANAKHA 9ffongt RAVANA’s 
sister 


SHUKHI ft An ancestor of JATAYU 
and SAMPATI 


SHWETHA aT Mother of the four 
elephants that support the earth 


SHYENI eft Mother of the hawks and 
eagles 


SITA wat Princess of MITHILA 
and RAMA’s wife; also an avatar of 
LAKSHMI 


SOMA 1 The moon god 


Suteekshna 


SOUMITRA @ifat Son of SUMITRA, 
another name for LAKSHMANA 


SRI 8ft Goddess of elegance 


STHANU ®29J Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation 


STHULASHIRA ®y@RT A rishi 
who cursed KABANDHA to become a 
RAKSHASA. 


SUGRIVA @pfta Brother of VALI 


SURABHI ft The divine 
\wish-fulfilling cow and the mother 
of cattle 


TARA MRGA @RTYM A The 
constellation Mrgasira 


TILAKA fee A mark worn on the 
forehead 
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TRISHIRA Pif¥RT A general in 
KHARA’s army 


TUMBURU &3S A GANDHARVA 
cursed by KUBERA to become a 
RAKSHASA, 

VAHANA @1g@ Vehicle 

VAIDEHI @ét Another name for SITA 


VAISHNAVA @@1@ A strong bow given 
to RAMA by AGASTYA 


VALI ateft A VANARA: brother of 
SUGRIVA 


VANARA @Tef¥ Vanaras were the strong. 
apelike children of the devas 


VARUNA @&8ur Lord of all waters 


Tumburu wre 


/ z 


VASISHTHA afére Family priest in the 
court of DASHARATHA; ARUNDHATI’s 
husband 


VASUKI @7gfe The serpent who was 


used as the rope during the chuming of 
the ocean 


VASU 41 The 8 Vasus are ADITI's 


peacass, 


Vatapi 


VATAPI atatft Brother of ILVALA: 
a rakshasa who was killed by rishi 
AGASTYA 


YAKSHA @ A male nature spirit 


SIT OTC T OIC OTC ES 


YAMA 2 God of death and justice 
VAYU @Qq God of wind YOJANA if A measure of distance 


VIBHISHANA fé¥ftaot RAVANA’s YUVARAJA Jae Crown prince 
brother h 


eres, 


VIDEHA fata A country of which 
MITHILA is the capital 


VIKRTA firga: Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of ereation 


VINATA féerat Mother of GARUDA 
and ARUNA 


VINDHYA fase A mountain 


VIRADHA fagtu: A flesh-eating 
takshasa who lives in the DANDAKA 
forest 


VISHNU ff] The Preserver of the 
universe 


VISHRAVA ffst@ A rishi; the father of 
RAVANA and KUBERA 


VISHWAKARMA feraaaf The 


archietect of the gods 


VISHWAMITRA ferarfit A revered 
sage. He was bom King Kaushika 


VIVASWAN ffrawara (1) Descendant of 
KARDAMA, the first lord of creation (2) 
The sun god 


YAGYA Ua Worship or prayer 


sons, conducted before a fire 
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Next in the series 


Ramayana — Kishkinda Kand 


Despairing and grief-stricken, Rama and Lakshmana arrive at Pampa Lake in 
search of Sita, Hanuman meets them and takes them to Sugriva who lives in 
exile because of a misunderstading with his brother, Vali. Hearing Sugriva's 
story, Rama offers to help him overcome Vali and regain Kishkindha. In 
return, Sugriva promises to help Rama find Sita. 


Vali is killed and Sugriva crowned king of Kishkindha. The brothers wait out 
the monsoons on Mount Prasravana. Rama is impatient and Lakshmana 
counsels him to be calm. Sugriva, meanwhile, has lost track of time and is 
immersed in enjoying his life in the palace. He forgets to honour his promise to 
Rama to help him as soon as the rains stop. Lakshmana angrily reminds him 
and Sugriva is shamed. He sends for vanara troops from all the four corners of 
the earth, 


The vanaras collect in thousands. Generals are identified and strategies 
chalked out. The armies fan out in search of Sita. They are told to come back 
and report in a month. Rama hands over his ring to Hanuman, who is going 
south. 


The armies which go to the north, west and east, return disappointed. All 
hopes are now pinned on the south-bound army. On their way the vanaras 
have many adventures. Finally they reach the ocean and are filled with despair 
as there is no sign of Sita, They are afraid to return empty-handed to 
Kishkindha and decide to fast to death. Just then they are seen by the great 
vulture Sampati who sits on a peak with his burnt wings looking for easy prey. 
And then, things start falling into place. Not only are they pointed towards 
Sita but Hanuman makes a great discovery about himself. 
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THE RAMAYANA — ARANYA KAND 


Banished from Ayodhya for 14 years, Prince Rama, his wife Sita and brother 
Lakshmana, wander through the Dandaka forest trying to find a place where they 
can settle down. They meet many sages and holy men who welcome them and guide 
them on their way. The sages tell Rama that they are plagued by demons and ogres 
who destroy their houses, wreck their rituals and prayers and have even killed many 
of them. They ask him to protect them since, even though in exile, he is their king. 


Sure enough the three encounter the invincible Viradha, and then the dangerous 
Shurpanakha. 

Both are defeated, but Shurpanakha is no ordinary demoness. She is the sister of 
Ravana, the demon king of Lanka. Infuriated by her humiliation and angered by 
the killing of his brothers Khara and Dooshana, along with 14000 more rakshasas, 
Ravana plots a terrible revenge. 


Amar Chitra Katha retells Valmiki’s Aranya Kand — the story of Sita’s abduction. 


ARANYA KAND IS FOLLOWED BY KISHKINDHA KAND, SUNDARA KAND, YUDDHA KAND AND. 
Urtara KAND. 
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